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ARALUEN NEWS         
         March 2024 

Robyn LAMBLEY MLA     Member for ARALUEN 

 

 

National Road Transport Hall of Fame 

Dear Residents, 

Crime continues to be at unacceptable 
levels in Alice Springs but we know that 
we are not alone. Queensland is facing 
a crime crisis similar to ours and are 
also demanding changes to laws and 
policies to get on top of it. 

When we consider the youth crime 
problem in Alice Springs, we are only 
ever referring to a relatively small group 
of kids that are making our lives hell.  
Most of our Centralian kids are great.  
All kids muck up at some stage. But the 
kids that we know are engaging in    
regular anti-social behaviour and     
criminal activity appear to be the most 
damaged, the most disadvantaged and 
the ones that probably feel they have 
nothing to lose.  

In this Araluen News I will provide facts, 
information and commentary about NT 
Government’s youth policy and legisla-
tion that has led us to where we are  
today. 

Although this topic may seem a bit dry 
to some, I think people need to under-
stand what has contributed to our     
current crime crisis and what could be 
done to address the problem,            
particularly in relation to youth crime. 

Crime will be the big issue on the minds 
of voters heading into the polling booths 
on 24

th
 August 2024. Territorians will 

obviously back the party and the             
candidates that can provide a vision and 
a strategy to improve safety in our            
community. We simply cannot endure 
more of the same. 

On a lighter note, it is good to have the 
kids back at school and all the annual 
events starting to kick in. Having           
celebrations, festivals and sporting     
competitions to look forward to lifts the 
weight of our troubles. We have an   
incredibly strong community and plenty 
to celebrate and enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

Recently I caught up with Nick Prus the 
Chief Executive Officer of the National 
Road Transport Hall of Fame. It is      
common knowledge that this iconic  
tourist precinct has been experiencing 
difficulty for years. It has been in       
administration since 2019 and has been 
struggling to make ends meet. I can 
confirm that the future of the NTHOF 
remains in the balance. I would urge 
people to get behind the NRTHOF and 
go and visit this unique attraction. 

$25 Adults $20 Concession 
$5.00 Child  (6-16 years)  

$58.00 Family 
Locals receive a 10% discount  

Welcome 

Senior Citizens impacted by new Gallery 

The Alice Springs Senior Citizens    
Centre located directly across the road 
from the Todd Tavern will be greatly 
impacted by the building of the National 
Aboriginal Art Gallery on Anzac Oval. 
The new Chief Minister has advised that 
the bulldozers will commence work on 
demolishing Infrastructure at Anzac 
Oval as soon as April 2024. Many Alice 
Springs residents are distressed by the 
decision by the NT Labor Government 
to repurpose Anzac Oval. But amongst 
the most distressed will be those that 
regularly attend the Senior Citizens 
Centre, with big changes planned for  

the access to the centre and parking. 
With the removal of the current car park 
along Wills Terrace, access to the    
Senior Citizens Centre will be via a   
newly constructed road along the river, 
extending from near Leichhardt Terrace. 
Some members believe this new traffic 
flow system will create a high level of 
risk to their more elderly attendees.  
Based on new Northern Territory      
infrastructure projects in Alice Springs 
over the past 7 years, this construction 
work could be drawn out for many years 
causing extended chaos and             
inconvenience.  

As a last ditch effort, I would urge Al-
ice Springs residents who object to 
the    National Aboriginal Art Gallery 
being located at Anzac Oval to write to 
the new Chief Minister, Eva Lawler, 
and tell her how you feel. 

As little as one sentence written to the 
Chief Minister can convey your views 
and perhaps make her rethink her 
Government’s decision. Once Anzac 
Oval is gone, there is no going back. 

The contact details are: 
Chief Minister, Hon. Eva Lawler 
GPO Box 3146, Darwin NT 0801  
Chief.Minister@nt.gov.au  

Objections to Anzac Oval being repurposed for Gallery 
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Youth Crime in Focus 2016 - to the Present 

A fine tooth comb was put 

through the two NT Juvenile 

Detention Centres, Don Dale in 

Darwin and the Alice Springs Youth 

Detention Facility.  

Since 2017 there have been no serious 

reports of mistreatment of juveniles in 

detention in the Northern Territory. 

However there are still regular protests 

from community and justice groups  

calling for the closure of this facility. 

The key recommendation to close the 

Don Dale Youth Detention Facility has 

been ignored. It is still being used as a     

Juvenile Detention Centre to this day – 

7 years hence. 

The NT Government sat on 

the Royal Commission     

Report for several years before 

acting on the Recommendations.  

In 2019 the then Minister for Territo-

ry Families (Dale Wakefield) put 

through legislation implementing 11 

recommendations of the Royal 

Commission.  

It was called the 2019 Youth Justice 

and  Related Legislation Amend-

ment Bill. The changes included: 

 The closure of courts involving 

youth to the public and media, 

thereby ending the naming and 

shaming of youths and ending the 

ability of the media to report on the 

youth court. 

 Changes to bail laws that saw the 

presumption of bail in favour of 

youth offenders rather than sending 

them to detention.  

 And the decriminalisation of the 

breach of bail by juveniles. 

The general view was that this legisla-

tion served to relax the penalties for 

youth and blocked the public and the 

media from observing and scrutinising 

the youth justice system.  

Some viewed that these changes did 

not go far enough in stemming the  

rising tide of youth offending. 

2019 - Youth Justice Changes 

In 2021 the NT Labor Govern-

ment were forced to fix the 

terrible problem they had creat-

ed by relaxing the youth bail laws in 

2019.  

They put through the Youth Justice and 

Other Legislation Amendment Bill 

2021 which can only be described as a 

backflip and an admission they got it 

wrong. 

This legislation included: 

 A rewind of the presumption of bail for 

youth that saw youth charged with 

more serious crimes having to “show 

cause” why they should get bail. 

 The requirement of parents or carers 

to support the youth offenders on bail 

to comply with their bail conditions 

and to advise Police of any breaches 

of bail, thereby attempting to make 

them responsible for their kids. 

 And the wider roll out of Electronic 

Monitoring of youth.  

The outcome of these changes was  

minimal. It was all too little too late. 

By this stage the horse had bolted and 

youth crime was continuing to escalate. 

2021 - Damage Control 

Perhaps one of the most     

radical moves made by the 

NT Labor Government in the 

youth justice space was the raising of 

criminal responsibility from 10 to 12 

years of age. 

 Legislation was passed by the then new 

Attorney General Chansey Paech in  

November 2022.  

The laws came into effect on 1 August 

2023. This meant that all children 12 

years and under are not criminally     

responsible unless it can be proven   

otherwise, whilst those 14 years and 

under are subject to the legal principle  

of Doli Incapax 

The NT was the first Australian jurisdic-

tion to introduce the Minimum Age of 

Criminal Responsibility (MACR) which 

seemed to be more important to the  

Attorney General than how the law 

might impact the broader NT community. 

2022/23 - Labor’s New Era  

On 25
th
 July 2016, just weeks 

before the 2016 NT General 

Election, ABC Four Corners 

dropped a bomb and exposed the inhu-

mane treatment of juveniles in the Dar-

win’s Don Dale Youth Detention Centre. 

The documentary called “Australia’s 

Shame” was met with shock and horror 

across the country. Vision was shown of 

juveniles being abused and tortured in 

Don Dale. It was another shameful 

chapter in the history of the NT and our 

treatment of Aboriginal children. 

As a result of these revelations the 

Prime Minster (Malcolm Turnbull) an-

nounced a Royal Commission into the 

Protection and Detention of Children 

in the NT which started in July 2016.  

The Royal Commission Report was  

tabled in the Australian Parliament on 

17
th
 November 2017. The then NT   

Gunner Labor Government promptly 

undertook to implement all the 227    

recommendations of the inquiry. The 

Royal Commission cost tax payers an 

estimated $75m from Federal and NT 

Government coffers. 

It was at this point that the NT laws and 

policies relating to juvenile offenders 

started to change dramatically. Labor 

has been in Government from August 

2016 to the present and has therefore 

been responsible for all the changes in 

youth justice and youth crime since the 

2017 Royal Commission. 

2016 - ABC Four Corners 

2017 - Royal Commission 
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In 2014 the Giles CLP Government (of 
which I was a Member) introduced a 
new system of recruiting Aboriginal 
people to the NT Public Service 
(NTPS). 
It was called Special Measures. 
This was designed to provide greater 
opportunities for Aboriginal people to 
enter the NTPS but also to achieve 
higher levels and become leaders and 
managers within the NTPS. 
 
The Special Measures recruitment plan 
is based on the principles of positive 
discrimination. Very simply, if an      
Aboriginal applicant applies for a posi-
tion in the NTPS and meets the criteria 
for the position then that Aboriginal per-
son will win the position over and above 
all other non-Aboriginal applicants. 
 
Whilst Special Measures has seen a 

modest increase in Aboriginal people 
working in the NTPS and particularly at 
high levels, the system remains divi-
sive, unfair and unpopular. 
It still stands that many Aboriginal peo-
ple need assistance to get into the 
workforce and to have access to train-
ing and mentoring. There is little dispute 
over this.  
But the problem has become clear over 
the past 10 years that the best people 
are not necessarily winning positions in 
the NTPS due to this policy. This has 
impacted on the ability of government 
agencies to deliver services at the high-
est standards.   
 
It is time that Special Measures was 
independently assessed and changed 
to reflect the views and public sentiment 
in 2024. The most recent review of  
Special Measures was conducted by 

the Commissioner for Public Sector 
Employment in 2019. This was not an 
independent review. 
It is my view that Special Measures 
needs to be changed and a 100% merit 
based recruitment system needs to be 
returned to the NTPS. 
Special Measures needs to apply pri-
marily to the training and support of 
Aboriginal people. There needs to be 
more Aboriginal  traineeships, appren-
ticeships and internships. There needs 
to be more Aboriginal mentoring and        
support.  
All people must stand equal when it 
comes to applying for positions in the 
NTPS. Race should not be a criteria for 
any NTPS position, except for specialist 
Aboriginal positions such as                
Aboriginal  Health Workers,                 
Aboriginal  Rangers, Aboriginal  Liaison 
Officers and Aboriginal Police officers.  

 

At this point in the recent 
    history of Youth Justice in 

the NT, people need to under-
stand the concept of Doli Incapax.  
It is the principle that children are too 
young to form the understanding neces-
sary to be capable of committing a 
crime. In the NT Doli Incapax applies to 
all children 12 years and under . 
NT Police are forced to prove otherwise. 
Since 1 August 2023 only one child   
under 14 in the NT has been found   
responsible for their criminal activity.  
 
This change, whilst in an ideal world is 
very compassionate, has meant that 
children involved in crimes experience 
no consequences for their behaviour at 
all. After being picked up by Police for 
their behaviour and actions they are 
routinely returned into the care of a 
“responsible adult” with no further ac-
tion.  
 
This is clearly a problem on many fronts 
and is entirely inconsistent with 
knowledge of how most human beings 
learn right from wrong during their  
childhood and youth.  

Ironically this NT Labor Gov-
ernment have gaoled more 

Aboriginal people, children and 
adults, than any previous Government.  
It has also presided over the highest 
levels of crime and re-offending, with 
figures showing that 17 youth offenders 
under twelve were bailed over 100 times 

in the 12 months to 30 September 2023. 
Further statistics show that throughout 
the Territory 646 youths over twelve 
were bailed and then over 200  were re-
arrested whilst on bail during the same 
period. 
 
Interestingly Labor Member for Lingiari, 
Marion Scrymgour, broke Labor ranks 
and was quoted in the Australian on 
22nd February 2024 as saying:  
“Stop treating child criminals like little 
angels” and that “the decision to raise 
the age of criminal responsibility is not 
working and that it is time for parents to 
be held accountable for their children’s 
actions”.  
 
The NT Labor Government passed leg-
islation in 2022 to increase the age of 
criminal responsibility from 10 years old 
to 12 years old. This has been directly 
responsible for a steep increase in juve-
nile offending in Alice Springs.  
There must be consequences for bad 
behaviour whether you are a child or an 
adult. This does not necessarily mean 
gaol or detention but the consequence 
must be commensurate with the crime.  

The new Chief Minister, Eva 
Lawler, just a few weeks ago 

announced another review into 
the NT Youth Justice Legislation. This is 
completely unnecessary. More wasted 
money and time.  
And the review will not be completed 
until after the NT Election. All Territori-
ans want is common sense approach to 
youth crime with a clear pathway for 
restoring law and order.  

ASP Youth Detention Centre Update 

Youth Crime in Focus continued  - 2016 to the Present 

Doli Incapax 

Time To RETHINK “Special Measures” 

Fast Forward to Now 

The NT Labor Government has just  

completed the redevelopment of the  

Alice Springs Youth Detention Centre, 

which will be opened in March 2024, 

more than 7 years after it was first     

announced in 2017 at a cost of $1.1m.  
 

This jumped to $3.1m for “rectification 

works” to be completed in 2017. In 2020 

the government then back flipped on a 

promised new centre and budgeted 

$13.7m for “redevelopment”.  
 

In 2021 upgrades to the Alice Springs 

Youth Justice Centre were then budget-

ed at $24m and have now been complet-

ed at a blowout of $32m. 
 

It is ironic that Labor’s single biggest 

investment in Alice Springs over the  

past 7½ years is a facility to lock up kids, 

something they said they would not do. 
 

The $32m investment has expanded the 

capacity of just 4 extra beds – enabling 

the facility to accommodate a total of 22 

youths. 
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Parliamentary Update 

Upcoming Events 

The NT Parliament was 

opened for 2024 on 13th  

February. This being an 

election year we only have 

four weeks of Parliament 

scheduled in between now 

and the election on 24th 

August, plus two weeks of 

Budget Estimates Hearings in June. 

The next sittings are for two weeks from Tuesday 12th 

March.  

There are currently seven Bills up for debate: 

1. Children's Commissioner Amendment Bill 2024 -

requires that the Commissioner be Aboriginal         

(if practicable) and expands the functions of the    

Commissioners. 

2. Fire and Emergency Services Legislation             

Amendment Bill 2024 - to separate the Fire and            

Emergency Services from the Police Force. 

3. Fuel Price Disclosure Bill 2022—to create a             

framework ensuring large fuel retailers are            

transparent with consumers.  

4. Housing and Related Legislation Amendment Bill 

2024—allows for the transfer of Public Housing 

management to community housing providers.  

5. Livestock and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 

2024  - to enhance the Territory’s biosecurity           

systems, particularly around import/exports. 

6. Police Administration Amendment (Age of            

Retirement) Bill 2022—to remove the mandatory 

age of retirement by Police.  

7. Racing and Wagering Bill 2024—to ensure that the 

thoroughbred and greyhound racing industries  

operate with a high level of integrity and honesty. 

The NT Government has been undertaking community                

consultations on their intention to introduce legislation for Voluntary        

Assisted Dying “VAD” (or euthanasia). This has included a survey 

that flagged the possibility of including people suffering solely from 

mental illness as being eligible for VAD. This has been met with 

concern across the country with many religious, scientific and   

community organisations raising their views on this matter.  

In all other jurisdictions in Australia, the criteria for eligibility for VAD 

is an incurable, advanced and progressive disease, with death 

within a particular timeframe. 

VAD is not currently available to people with the sole criteria being 

mental illness in any Australian jurisdiction. VAD is based on the 

premise that people making a decision to use VAD are of sound 

mind. 

This is a sensitive and contentious issue. It is unlikely the NT           

Government will introduce Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation  

before the election, but it is possible. 

Voluntary Assisted Dying 

Source—NT News 21 February 2024 


